
Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
*  relatively permanent and high cost social infrastructure should be directed toward areas
of highest and best social utility, such as carrying people and useful goods between high
volume markets over the useful life of the investment. As the long term market for coal is
declining, coal carriage  will continue to decrease as market share decreases and
therefore this RR is a poor use of social resources.
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a
body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would
serve only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and
other Asian countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This
railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel
pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic
will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long
increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a
body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would
serve only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and
other Asian countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This
railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel
pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic
will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long
increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go
far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to
West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in
China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to
West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in
China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Mark Mackin
 
 
Mark Mackin
4703 Almosta Rd
Helena, MT 59602
 
406-227-5237



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I would like to go on record in opposition to the proposed Tongue River Railroad. I urge
you to take the "NO ACTION" option. To mine and ship coal to the Orient will help increase
climate change to the point of global suicide. Furthermore, serious impacts on a number of
smaller property holders and increased fragmentation of one of eastern Montana's
beautiful river valleys in unconscionable. I am sure that I am not the only Montanan who
finds the sacrifice of traditional farms, ranches and riparian beauty to greater out-of-state
corporate profit obscene.
 
Sincerely,
T.H. Crawford
1300 Dry Creek School Rd.
Belgrade, MT  59714
 
Tim Crawford
15 South Tracy, Suite 8
Bozeman, MT 59715
 
(406) 585-9333



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Surface Transportation Board,
Tons of coal dust blow out the top of rail cars during transport. Thousands more trains
passing through Montana communities will emit even more diesel exhaust. Both of these
effluents are carcinogenic. The noise, speed, length, waiting times of 30-60 MORE trains
daily comprise an OBVIOUS environmental impact on the towns, cities,countryside, and
inhabitants they will traverse.
 
What about the environmental impact of shipping off to the heaviest polluting country on
earth a consumable resource which has been sequestered beneath our soils for millions of
years?
How about when WE need that coal in 300 or 500 years for our descendants because the
current national policies prioritize fossil fuel consumption over 'renewable' energy?
THAT will be one heck of an environmental impact;
coal gone, burned up back in the 21st century by myopic
private enterprise focused only on extraction and sale,
with no thought for husbanding this fuel source?
 
 
Ann Harding
144 Daly
Hamilton, MT 59840
 
(406) 363-3032



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
To whome it may concern. Please register my objection to the Tongue River Railroad. I
have listed the following reasons for my opposition.
1. The proposed land grab is not consistent with eminent domain laws.
2. The railroad will hurt property values and make farming and ranching operations more
difficult and expensive, dividing farm and ranch lands, increasing environmental hardships
such as flooding and pollution, and disruptive noise. It will also place increased liability on
farmers and ranchers who's property is disected by the reailroad.
3. Degrade natural resources used for sport/hunting and recreational activities - what
makes Montana unique.
4. Increase traffic delays in the communities through which the coal is traveling.Also
increased noise and pollution in those communities.
5. Places the cost burden on the taxpayers - safe crossings and overpasses will be
needed to be imstalled to accommodating train infrastructure - these will have to be paid
for by the public.
6. The coal resource is not even for our own use! Arch coal has plans to sell OUR coal to
China. We pay the consequences while they reap the profits. Not to mention the
greenhouse gas impacts from transporting the coal across the world and the emissions
from burning it in unregulated power plants - we ALL pay.
 
This is not in anyone's best interest, other than the companies who stand to profit at
everyone else's expense. It is especially not fair to the local land owners and communities
who will pay dearly with their own livelyhood and quality of life. Finally, the plans and
arguments for this railroad are severely short-sighted. It's time to think about our future and
NOT sacrifice long term health of MT and the USA for short term benefits that serve only a
few powerful companies and far away countries. We can do better!
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
God bless.
 
Anya Fiechtl
 
Anya Fiechtl
512 Ave C
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Ladies and Gentleman,
Please please put the most stringent of scrutiny upon this proposed railroad.  It is
demanded of your responsibility as public servants to pursue what is necessary and good
for the public's well being.
 
While I personally am shocked that this railroad is still even under consideration,
apparently the corporate interests behind it will not quit, obviously because of the huge
potential profits for their private enterprise.
 
There is no justification for this to be a 'plus' for the general community.  All that will result
is more pollution from the trains running, the coal being burned in an unclean manner in
China and India.  The added traffic on the rails (which is already being understated from
the actual) will impact communities, neighborhoods, and wildlife.
 
Let's wake up.
 
Thank you for your service,
Bruce Rinnert
 
Bruce Rinnert
P.O. Box 7
McLeod, MT 59052
 
(406) 932-6612



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 I have COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) and depend on the air I breathe
to be clean so I need you to protect my lungs and thus all of our lungs. Coal dust is not
clean.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorothy Starshine
1200 32nd St. S #23
Great Falls, MT 59405
 
(406) 453-8989



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
China is now producing twice as much green house gas as the US.  We continue to see
the escalating destruction caused by global warming. If Montana's coal is shipped to
China, as is Arch Coal's plan,then we not only reap the effects of more global warming but
sit downwind from all of the pollutants that will enter the jet stream.  It's time to look at the
big picture and begin to address these issues.
 
The proposed Tongue River Railroad is not about "public convenience and necessity" or
even about making the US energy independent.  It's about an investment that the coal
industry made forty years ago in obtaining cheap western coal and they are now in denial
about the end of an era and the loss of potential profits from their investment. The market
for coal in the US is declining so they want to reap their profits by selling that coal to China
instead.
 
It's time. You have the ability to effect change and help chart a new course for the world's
energy future and for the millions of people whose investments and lives will be under
water if we don't change our ways.
 
The Tongue River Railroad is a private railroad for private profit, pure and simple.  It
should not be built.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Hawks
 
Paul Hawks
316 Melville Road
Melville, MT 59055
 
(406) 537-4452



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
There is no public necessity for the Tongue River Railroad, and no valid reason for it to be
granted the power of eminent domain, subverting the property rights of family ranchers
who have been serving the country for generations with their productivity and hard work.
 
So much for your scoping -- this project is simply a private land grab to benefit the
corporations at the expense of the landowners. STB approval would be a travesty.
 
Hugh Zackheim
315 Ming Place
Helena, MT 59601
 
(406) 449-6366



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
This area has the best air quality of the entire US. This will be ruined by the coal dust
which blows off every car load of coal .
Do not let this valuable source of really clean air be ruined.
Sincerely, Dorcas Halverson
 



 
Dorcas Halverson
104 N Broadway #308
Billings, MT 59101
 
(406) 248-9021



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
  The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.  Selling coal to China is not an acceptable action.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers.  I live in Fishtail Montana and therefore my trips into
Billings will be affected by any increase in rail traffic.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
As a historian, I have had the opportunity to learn of the historical and archaeological
values of the Tongue River Valley over the past fifteen years and feel that both historical
and archaeological resources need also to be protected.



 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Brownell
P. O. Box 600
Fishtail, MT 59028
 
(406) 254-2601



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and peace and quiet is already nearly intolerable - and
a great change from 5 - 10 years ago.  In addition, the frequent long waits to cross the
tracks has caused several significant delays for fire fighting equipment and, in my wife's
case, a long delay in the arrival of the ambulance and EMT's with resultant serious medical
problems which could have been prevented with prompt medical assistance.  I can't
imagine how disruptive another 15 - 20 trains a day would be.  I definitely am not in favor



of developing this railroad just to aid in profitability of Arch Coal or to send coal to Asia.
Let them buy it in Australia.
 
Sincerely yours
 
C Dale Vermillion
 
C DALE VERMILLION
 
Clinton Dale Vermillion
37 Bainter Rd
P O Box 63
Greycliff, MT 59033
 
(406) 932-6516



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will likely cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially
riverfront property), make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, split ranch
land in half, separate fields from the river, and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman and public
resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for resident communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers.  Traffic delays will have considerable and tangible costs to
businesses and residents in these communities.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will do nothing for our energy independence as this coal will
burn in  Chinese coal plants. The ranchers, taxpayers, and businesses owners in the
communities along the rail lines are being expected to bear the costs of an energy
resource that will not benefit them. The proposed railroad has limited benefit to the larger
community and considerable costs. I respectfully urge the Surface Transportation Board to
consider the full economic, environmental, and community impacts that the proposed
Tongue River Railroad will create.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tyrrell Hibbard



 
Tyrrell Hibbard
816 1/2 5th Ave
Helena, MT 59601
 
(406) 223-8991



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
This is a no win situation for Montana.  It will only compromise Montana agriculture and
send our precious resources to Asia.  WHY?  We need to protect ourselves, not promote
the ruination of our land which we fought so hard to develop!
 
Sincerely,
Jeff and Susie Peila
2216 Tongue Rive Road
Miles City,MT 59301
 
 



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Peila
P O Box 69
Shepherd, MT 59079
 
(406) 373-6642



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Why should private parties be allowed to ship our natural resources out of the country in
the first place.
 
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Eileen Berg
2839 NW 56th
Seattle, WA 98107



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
To Ken Blodgett, the Surface Transportation Board and the world in general,
 
Hauling coal from Montana to China is about DEATH. The death of our civilization and
many species. We can't keep destroying the natural world and get away with it. It is time to
start restoring ecosystems instead of further destruction. Sending Montana coal to China is
about death. Death to humans in general. Isn't it about time we choose life instead of
death??
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide



emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael  Pilarski
4 Western Ave N.
tonasket, WA 98855



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
In addition the health impacts to wildlife, livestock and residents that will be subjected to
the air and water pollution from the coal dust blowing off the coal cars for many
generations to come needs to be accounted for.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
Wendy DiPeso
328 NE 192nd Street
Shoreline, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.----   Rather sick
of China.  Everything needs to turn UNHEALTHY for China? They are eating our dolphins
and whale.  Our wild mustangs eaten in China.  Bears killed for bile, paws and parts for
China?  Chinese eat dogs and cats.  Dogs and cats are skinned for decoration.   I refuse
to support these sick demands for China. Protected species (including us) all go to hell
because China will not follow rules or have cleanliness or compassion even for their own



children.  You want my air, my land, my rivers and other waters destroyed to ship coal to
China?  I really really object.  
 
Sincerely,
 
 
vicki hood
1212 whistlers lane
roseburg, OR 97470



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.----   Rather sick
of China.  Everything needs to turn UNHEALTHY for China? They are eating our dolphins
and whale.  Our wild mustangs eaten in China.  Bears killed for bile, paws and parts for
China?  Chinese eat dogs and cats.  Dogs and cats are skinned for decoration.   I refuse
to support these sick demands for China. Protected species (including us) all go to hell
because China will not follow rules or have cleanliness or compassion even for their own



children.  You want my air, my land, my rivers and other waters destroyed to ship coal to
China?  I really really object.  
 
Sincerely,
 
 
vicki hood
1212 whistlers lane
roseburg, OR 97470



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
       Coal itself is linked with acid rain, mercury pollution, bad air and human health
problems. Coal dust has many different pollutants in it, which will affect the waters
wherever it is deposited, and new mining, new rairoads will increase deposits of this
poisonous material in EVERY watershed where it passes. This must NOT happen.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael McLaughlin
1011 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Please let's get away from fossil fuels!
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Jon Fessler
PO Box 314
PO BOX 314
Fossil, OR 97830
 
5417634224



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Stop cannibalizing Earth and start harvesting all the energy we could ever need from the
sun.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Mike Eddy
2125 Waverly Pl N
Seattle, WA 98109



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The proposed Tongue River Railroad would be a DISASTER for the environment and for
the world's climate. 
 
I urge the EIS to analyze the following:
 
-----  CONTRARY to the wording that the railroad would serve the “public convenience and
necessity,” this railroad is dedicated to serving ONE GIANT COAL COMPANY, which
proposes to sell coal to Asia.  I urge you to RECOGNIZE THAT "EMINENT DOMAIN" AND
CONDEMNATION AUTHORITY ARE ABSOLUTELY NOT APPROPRIATE IN THIS
CASE.
 
-----  This project would HURT PROPERTY VALUES AND INTERFERE WITH
PROPERTY RIGHTS.  It would pollute the lands near the railroad tracks and downwind
from the tracks. 
 
-----  This project would hurt farming and farmers.  In some cases it would split farms in
two and make it harder for farmers to reach their lands.
 
-----  This project It would pollute rivers, streams and other waterways. 
 
-----  This project's pollution would hurt fish and wildlife habitat, so it would hurt actual fish
and actual wildlife.
 
-----  This project would add significant wear and tear to railroad crossings and -- because
railroad companies have to pay only 5% of the costs of repairing those crossings -- it
would impose the costs of repairing those crossings of roads and highways upon
landowners, local property taxpayers, state taxpayers, and federal taxpayers.
 
-----  This project would industrialize a natural wildlife area and degrade the environment
and interfere with sportsmen's activities and nature lovers' activities.
 
-----  This project would, in effect, create earthen dams wherever the railroad beds would
exist, so it would interfere with the natural flow of water.  It would likely increase flooding
which is already a serious problem in in Miles City and elsewhere, and could cause ice
jams and even more flooding.
 
-----  The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
-----  The railroad would cause traffic jams and make it harder for fire trucks and
ambulances to get to emergencies and hospitals because the trains would be more than



one mile long.  They would cause delays of 15 minutes or longer, resulting in deaths and
destruction of property.
 
-----  Diesel fumes from locomotives would cause much more air pollution, much more
respiratory diseases, and much more visual pollution.
 
-----  Ultimately, the coal would be burned in Asia, and it would come back to us in air
pollution, and it would further destroy the earth's sensive climate, which is already suffering
extreme stress and causing huge problems with weather disturbances and other problems.
 
-----  Indeed, the coal mining operations and the railroads would also contribute toward the
climate crisis.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Hello,
    I am writing to voice my disapproval of the building of new railroad lines simply to
transport coal - and especially not to transport coal bound for other countries!
    The envionmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a
body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would
serve only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and
other Asian countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This
railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel
pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic
will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
Johanna DeVries,
1304 W. Montana
Livingston, MT  59047
406-222-3792
 
Jo DeVries
1304 W Montana
Livingston, MT 59047
 
(406) 224-1550



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I do not see any public convenience and necessity in allowing this coal transport railroad to
be built.  It's for private gain. Even though I don't live in Montana, I live in a state through
which the coal train would travel.  As well, the pollutants from coal burning in China float
east and land on me in the Olympic Peninsula.  Your decision effects me.  Please require
a thorough EIS for the Tongue River Railroad and do a thorough analysis. 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deanna Pumplin
4671 Magnolia Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368
 
 
Deanna Pumplin
4671 Magnolia Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. Coal is dirty, no
matter what is said to the contrary.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



margo beamer
9412 Mt. Ashland Ski Road
Ashland
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Mining and shipping coal overseas does not serve the needs of anyone in America except
the big mining companies.  Coal dust  polluting the air of the communities uncovered trains
are transporting coal through creates a toxic environment which increases health problems
like asthma, cancer and other chronic conditions. The potential for accidents and
derailment that would adversely affect the environment and human population is huge.
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jaylen Schmitt
2407 NE Mason St.
Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Additionally, I personally would like to add to the above comments by expressing my
dissapointment in direction this country is going in regards to selling off our national
resources.  We need to hold these treasures close to our belt for possible future needs.
Once they are gone the monitary benefit will be of little value.



 
Sincerely,
Kip Miller
 
Kip Miller
P.O. Box 424
North Bend, WA 98045



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
You progress we have made regarding the burning of coal in this country will only be
undermined if:
1.  We ship coal in any direction across the country, polluting our air, soils, and waterways
2.  Allow the coal to be burned in another part of the world
 
The same CO2 is released into the atmosphere, no matter where it is burned.  There is a
reason why nature buried all the CO2 in the ground.  We must refrain from burning it for
financial gain!
 
Who benefits from its release besides the bottom line of several corporations?
 
Do not allow this to happen anywhere.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with



this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Pope
1943 NE Tillamook St
Portland, OR 97212



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.  What the coal
companies are doing is TREASON!
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Marvin Carter
8519 Lorsten Lane SE
Port Orchard
Port Orchard, WA 98367



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
This railroad is not for "public convenience and necessity," as required by law; nor does
the mining and shipment of Montana or Wyoming coal to China and the Far East do
anything to improve the U.S.'s eneregy security, or the future of the United States.
 
     If the future of energy does lie with "clean coal (at present, a non-existent term), then
we should reserve this coal IN THE GROUND, for U.S. use, in the not-so-distant future,
when we have proved the inadequacy of solar/wind/geothermal and other "renewable"
energy resources.  At present, they haven't even been tried -- instead, we continue to
subsidize the Oil companies, to the tune of billions of dollars in tax cuts.
 
     The coal companies and their suppliers talk about pie-in-the-sky big jobs that will come
with the destruction of the prairie and the groundwater, for the mining of more coal -- what
they fail to note is that M0ontana's largest, and by far most long-lasting (over a century, at
last count) industry is AGRICULTURE:  farming and ranching.  There are jobs in this field,
and new challenges to be met -- ranchers don't ask for subsidies on the order of Big Coal,
but all agriculture, whether livestock or crops, requires good water.  Montana is blessed
with abundant water, and already that is a far more valuable resource than fossil fuels &
petrochemicals.  Soon, we will realize that water is more valuable than gold.  Try to
imagine a world -- your own children -- without one, or the other.  This proposed railroad
destroys & degrades agricultural land, which are currently healthy and productive; it
wrecks a functioning & enduring economy to line the pockets of the few rich stockholders
of coal companies, and sends a valuable resoource to a Communist-led country (our coal
will NOT change that!!) in the Far East -- where all that is guaranteed to return to us are
the soot and pollutants from China's dirty coal plants.
 
WE don't need this railroad; our coal is too valuable to waste selling it for cheap now.  Let's
see if it may not yet be needed in our own coountry first.  The Coal Tsars can wait.  And if
we need jobs, let's get with it and renew our high-speed passenger rail service in this
country -- in Montana!  -:  we need it; it's cheap, convenient, and far less energy intensive
or stressful than air travel.  Our great grandparents travelled to Montana, and around the
state comfortably, at the turn of the last century; if rail travel werre again cheap and
convenient, many small towns would flourish, and employment would rise.
                               Thank you,  Laulette L. Hansen
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 



•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
L. Hansen
 
Laulette Hansen
Box 17
697 Baucus St
Geraldine, MT 59446



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
We the people do NOT want to allow the continued pollution of our environment to further
enrich a few greedy individuals who place their profits above the health and wellbeing of
us and our communities.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Kelly McConnell
11375 SW Erste
Tigard, OR 97223



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett,
 
I am writing to you about the proposed Tongue River Railroad that will haul coal through
the Tongue River Valley.
 
I strongly believe that this project should not proceed because it will contribute to   the
most serious crisis that the human race faces today - climate change.
 
There is no question that the predictions of climate scientists are coming true. Every day
we see more evidence. Arctic ice and  glaciers around the world are melting at
unprecedented rates. Increases in fresh water and warming are causing sea levels to rise,
threatening coastal cities.  At the same time, our warming atmosphere holds more
moisture and storms are more severe. Hurricane Sandy caused an estimated $50 billion in
damage when it hit the east coast just a few weeks ago. These are just some of the
reasons that the US military considers climate change the most serious threat to national
security we face today.
 
The cause of climate change, as you know, is increasing levels of CO2 and other heat-
trapping gases in our atmosphere. The biggest contributor to CO2 in the US today is the
burning of coal. Why then, are we even considering mining Montana coal, transporting it to
the west coast by rail, and shipping it to China to be burned? Our atmosphere is a
precious resource we share with every living organism on Earth. What is burned in China
will affect all of us , increasing the levels of CO2 in our atmosphere significantly.
 
It doesn't make sense to destroy the dynamic  systems we depend on for life. The threat of
even deeper climactic changes are too costly  a price for the short-term profits of coal
companies. Leave the coal in the ground and  forget about the Tongue River Railway!
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Greene
 
Anne Greene
303 Tremont Street
Misasoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Please stop the DESTRUCTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT!
 
Carl Tanne



PO Box 27443
Seattle, WA 98165



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers.
 
Climate change is the issue by which our generation will be judged. To open an entire new
coal haul system to exploit the largest remaining coal reserve is foolhardy and clearly
endangers future generations.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



China is already awash in toxic coal emissions. It is not the purpose of the STB to create
transportation systems that exacerbate such global problems.
 
I live next door to coal-mining communities and have seen the devastation that is wrought
by these extractive operations.
 
Please choose the NO ACTION alternative for this project application.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rees Shearer
P.O. Box 117
Emory
Emory, VA 24327



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
 . Finally, it bears considering that all empires have stripped raw resources from their
colonies, weakening their ability to provide for their own citizens.  It seems to me that this
is yet another sign of the U.S's waning world status...now we are under obligation to send
our valuable and non-renewable resources to an empire that is fast-rising while our star is



fading because of our wasteful policies. Once gone, these resources can never be
recovered. What are we thinking!?
 
Sincerely,
Marilyn Kimmerling
 
marilyn kimmerling
4414 n 34th st
tacoma, WA 98407



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
If Arch Coal wants those countries to have coal let them do their mining in the places they
are shipping to.  We have enough problems with pollution, causing asthma, bronchitis and
many skin disorders due to all the dig, drill and blasting going on in our part of the world.
 Sincerely,



 
 
GRACE NEFF
800 SE 28TH
ALBANY, OR 97322



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
the value of all adjacent properties and resources along with the costs to mitigate any
damage to land, wildlife,water quality, access, and increased flood risk when storm water
is dammed against the road bed.
Method of payment for all mitigation must be agreed upon by all impacted entities.
 
 
Janet Winans
3837 E Crockett
Seattle, WA 98112



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I don't want Big Coal corporations destroying my neighbor state.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Allison Ostrer
1107 E Denny Way
Seattle, WA 98122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
The Tongue River proposal is a crock of horse pucky and you know it. Please do not let it
go thru.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Robert Thompson
16316 alpine dr e
Enumclaw, WA 98022



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.It will provide very few jobs,yet harm our town with coal dust,noise impeding
traffic.Worst of all,sending all this coal to China fuels more climate change,which harms
communities around the world. Instead,we should be investing in more biofuels and
renewables.
 
•	Impacts on property values: Our42 acres is close to the rail line and already disturbs our
sleep. With twice as many trains,it will be worse. The project would devalue property and
infringes on property rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property
(especially riverfront property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, will split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the
liability of train crossings to the landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Victoria Crampton
5891 sypes canyon rd
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries. Although this consideration more properly belongs to the Surface Transportation
Board, the careful strictures written into the law on the use of eminent domain were placed
there to prevent exactly this misuse of that power, which will circumvent the ability of
market choices, personal property owner choices, and regulatory agencies to prevent this
wholesale misuse of the landscape of southeastern Montana.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel and coal dust pollution. Further, there
is ample evidence that the mining and transportation of coal presents widespread health
and safety hazards to mineworkers and area residents. There is no reason and no
evidence to suggest that the horrendous depradations on the coal-mining counties of
Appalachia will be avoided. These problems stem not just from mining, and from buring,
but also from transportation. The only way to live with this increased traffic will require
expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local taxpayers.
 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in



dirty Chinese and dirtier Indian plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in
Carbon Dioxide emissions. There is now ample evidence that the acid and heavy-metal
contaminant emissions from these asian plants are returned to our shores in short order --
a matter of days -- in one study comprising about 1/6 of the total air quality contaminant
load. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the coal. It
must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charles Fitts
1970 Alvina Drive
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
It's time for humans to pull our heads out of the sand and start behaving with a longer term
outlook.  The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad
should analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Paul House
PO 562
Bozeman
Bozeman, MT 59771



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
We need to use our sun, wind and tides to have clean energy. Please do not foul our air
any more.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Mary Mahar
4251 Greenwood Ave. N.
seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
I already wrote an amneded version of this letter to the Board, but I would like to submit
this addendum. If you follow the trail I've laid out, you will find information which demands
a full review of ANY proposal to mine coal (probably already a done deal in Montana), or to
ship it, or to burn it. My grandchildren are still a bit young to deal with most of these issues,
but soon they will insist on knowing why we kept doing this. We're gonna need some better
answers.
Sincerely,
 
 
Charles Fitts
1970 Alvina Drive
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I live in coal country in the Appalachian mountans of  Virginia, and know the problems that
strip-mining of coal brings. It is unnecessary to build this railroad to send coal offshore.
Derail this project. Bellingham WA doesn't want or need that terminal either. It needs to be
derailed now.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a
body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would
serve only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and
other Asian countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This
railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel
pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic
will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long
increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go
far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to



West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in
China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rachel Denham
Box 197
Emory, VA 24327



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I was part of the occupy the Helena Capital movement, and continue to make my voice
heard against the use of coal. For these reasons I find the following:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Peter Lockwood
5891 Sypes Canyon Road
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
I have no problems with companies making a profit, but I profoundly reject the idea that
their profit can be made at the costs of destroying our world as we know it.  Companies
need to be responsible for the long term costs of their activities.  This means counteracting
the acidification of our oceans and the effects of global warming, in addition to paying for



the infrastructure costs to improve our railroads and built the under and over passes
required to prevent grid lock.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Shipping coal is a bad idea for so many reasons.  For me first and foremost, it makes no
sense to cut our CO2 emissions in the United States only to export coal to Asia.  Out
atmosphere can no longer be a waste receptacle for the coal industry's profit.  The science
is clear.  We know what is happening and it can't continue.
 
If for some reason the health of the entire planet is not enough of a reason to stop this
project then I am sure an objective environmental impact statement (EIS) should serve as
additional evidence for not allowing this what would most accurately be described as a
criminal enterprise to destroy the health and well being of all humanity.  The EIS for the
proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide



emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tom Kane
6218 S Sconce Rd
Hubbard
Hubbard, OR 97032



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. It would be
likely to cause
air pollution along its routes as well as mercury and carbon dioxide pollution at the burning
sites, pollution which could affect
climate and air quality globally.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Ann and David Cordero
2814 Lilac Street
Longview, WA 98632



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 The issue of the coal trains is simple:
 
A private company from a foreign country wants to make $$$ by running the trains through
the Pacific Northwest.  These trains will ruin the rustic nature of the NW, and destroy the
Columbia River Gorge as a tourist attraction.  The loss of jobs because of loss of tourists
will not make up for the "claimed" influx of jobs provided by the railroads.
 
These companies should have thought about delivery to the Pacific Coast long before they
bought/contracted for the coal.
 
Tom Barron
3737 SW 117th Ave Space 33
Beaverton, OR 97005



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Voal companies tried to get this through in Oregon, but are being opposed.  They are not
needed any where!
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Millie Estrin
1230 Rafael N.
Keizer, OR 97303



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I oppose the proposed building of the coal-hauling line through the Tongue River Valley!
 
Thank you for listening,
Vicki Szukalla
 
vicki szukalla
30th
forest grove, OR 97116



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	THIS PROPOSED RAIL TRANSPORT IS NOT FOR PUBLIC CONVENIENCES OR
PUBLIC NECESSITY, which is what is required in order for a body to get the power of
eminent domain and condemnation authority.
This railroad serves only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, and will profit only them and
the public expense.  Please include the legal precedents for this, if any, in your EIS.
 
•	THIS PROPOSAL WILL HAVE ADVERSE IMPACTS ON PROPERTY VALUES AND
APPEARS TO INFRINGE ON PROPERTY RIGHTS. This railroad line will especially
devalue riverfront property, coal dust will have adverse impacts on the soil for crops and
livestock grazing, and will split ranch land in half.  Please include a study of these issues in
the EIS.
 
•	THIS PROPOSAL WILL ESSENTIALLY INDUSTRIALIZE THIS QUIET RURAL VALLEY
AND DEGRADE ELK, MULE DEER, AND BIRD POPULATIONS, adversely impacting an
excellent sportsman resource.  Please study the affects of this railroad line on the existing
wildlife. 
 
•	The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding problems
now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.  Please study this impact in the
EIS.
 
•	The noise, coal dust blowing off railroad cars, and toxic emissions from diesel engines will
ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles City and will adversely
affect the health of residents, particularly those with respiratory conditions.  Please
scrunitize these adverse impacts carefully in the EIS.
 
•	This proposal will create increased traffic: To alleviate traffic delays and the delay of
emergency first-responders (firemen, paramedics, and police), taxes will go up for local
residents in order to pay for outrageously expensive overpasses and safety crossing
guards. The adverse economic impacts on every community affected by these railroad
routes should be studied in the EIS 
 
Coal that should stay in the ground will be transported by rail and ship to China to be
burned in UNREGULATED Chinese power plants and will fuel huge irreversible increases
in carbon dioxide emissions, mercury, cadmium, and other heavy metals in our air. Please
study the adverse impacts of this project on the region, all the other states involved in coal
transport, and the global impacts. You have that authority under NEPA.  Study the
evidence in Balog's film "Chasing Ice" before you ignore the increase in global warming



that this proposal and others like it will undeniably cause.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Anne & Mike Botwin
349 Cove Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98229



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Nancy Jacques
 
These coal projects need to stop. Approve Clean Energy Projects ONLY!



 
Nancy Jacques
11550 Meadowmeer Cir NE
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Coal should have NO place in America,s energy future or, fior that matter the world,s
either.  So, I expect you to do nothing that would aid and abet the coal interests in
Amewrica!  That includers rail construction.
 
John Witte
4855 SE Tenino Court
Portland, OR 97206



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
How does this plan benefit the citizens, the land, the water, and the wildlife of Montana? 
 
If it harms rather than benefits these entities, the Board should reject it.
If it serves primarily to make profits for the railroad and Arch coal and sacrifices Montana
people, land and water to supply coal to be burned in China and thus exacerbate climate
change, the Board should reject it.
 
It will not serve the public and so cannot be based on takeover of private land.
It will reduce the value of adjacent lands
It will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), will
make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land in half and
separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the landowner.
 
It will result in harm to wildlife by spewing coal dust and other pollution onto land and water
and bringing noise where there was tranquility. 
 
It will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding problems now
experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
Taxes will go up for residents and communities along the rail lines as the coal heads to
coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially, causing
traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. This increased traffic
will require expensive overpasses and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers.
 
If you serve the taxpayers on Montana you will reject this utterly misguided plan.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
William Woodcock
2355 Virginia Street
Berkeley, CA 94709
 
(510) 843-8724



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Coal should have NO place in America,s energy future or, fior that matter the world,s
either.  So, I expect you to do nothing that would aid and abet the coal interests in
Amewrica!  That includers rail construction.
 
John Witte
4855 SE Tenino Court
Portland, OR 97206



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
It's time to stop pretending there is such a thing as clean coal. Just like the people that
tried to tell us Nuclear energy was safe and clean. They are lying to us because of greed
and selfishness and a complete lack of humanity. We have to start protecting our future
generals.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joyce Bunch
1418 woods road east
PORT ORCHARD, WA 98366



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.  Coal is just too
dirty, in too many ways.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Gary Albright
21613 Echo Lake Rd
Snohomish, WA 98296



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
No rules should be stretched to accommodate the selling of coal in this country to another
country. Our people animals and land would suffer for the benefit of China's pollution ---
which drifts to the western side of the U.S. and is contributing to global change effects
which are devastating lands around the globe (our east coast?????????)
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dr. Sharon and James Price
3624 22 Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98106



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
My son, a father of two small children, works for a railroad in the Pacific Northwest.  He
works all hours of the day and night moving and switching train cars.  What is being



shipped can be dangerous to the railroad workers, and pose a risk to their lives.
 
Coal dust can build up on train tracks, causing horrific train derailments.  It is regressive
and dangerous to allow coal excavators in the mid-west to use the beautiful Pacific
Northwest to ship overseas.  Where the U.S. could be a leader in progressive clean
energy shipments abroad, we are perpetuating  the burning of toxic wastes worldwide.
 
There are risks and dangers to our communities.  Shipping coal through our local home
ports will increase deaths with coal dust, and harm our small communities.   A few will
benefit economically, but the majority will be harmed with increased coal particulates and
continued reliance on a known toxic substance.  There will be "hidden" medical costs  and
our beautiful rivers will become polluted.
 
According to the July 2, 2012 Portland Oregonian article "Coal trains come with a toll",
"Railroad testing found an average of 225 pounds of coal lost per car during a 567-mile
trip, kicked up in episodic bursts.  For a 135-car train, that's about 15 tons." 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SACRIFICE OUR UNITED STATES TO DIRTY COAL SO A FEW MAY
PROFIT.  Do it for my child, a husband and father, and his children. Do it for all the
children.  Do it for the health of the people in our communities.
 
 
 
Linda Morton
9939 SW Stoncreek Drive
Beaverton, OR 97007



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Please, Just say NO to this proposal.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Christine Bonney
1953 Summit Drive
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nora Weaver
2618 e. crestling dr.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Dear Surface Transportation Board,
 
I am writing regarding the Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Tongue River
Railroad in Montana. Like many Montanans, I am very concerned about the environmental
impacts of this project, and the effect they would have on our state.  I especially want to
call attention to the impacts the TRR would have on wildlife populations in the Tongue
River Valley, the fact that this railroad does not fit the definition of being for the "public
convenience and necessity, and the potential contribution of this project to climate change.
 
As someone who has seen the spectacular wildlife habitat of the Tongue River Valley
firsthand, I am very concerned about the potential effects of a new railroad on mule deer,
elk, pronghorn, and other wildlife species in the area. Besides the direct impacts from a
railroad that would transect wildlife ranges, the TRR project would enable construction of
the Otter Creek Coal Mine, and industrialization of a wider area in the Tongue River
Valley. The EIS should carefully examine any potential impacts of such activity on wildlife
populations.
 
Taking a look at the larger picture, the TRR would enable activity that would contribute
significantly to climate change. The only purpose of this project appears to be the
transportation of coal, from the Powder River Basin area to national and international
markets. By making a vast new area of Southeast Montana accessible to coal mining, the
TRR threatens to enable activity that would put billions of tons of new carbon in the
atmosphere. Montana's environment and economy are already suffering from the effects of
climate change, which include longer droughts, a longer fire season, and reduced
snowpack and precipitation. The EIS should take all of these effects of added climate
change into account.
 
Finally, it seems clear to me that the TRR does not qualify as a project for the "public
convenience and necessity." It appears that the only purpose this project would serve is to
transport coal from Arch Coal's proposed Otter Creek Mine, to the existing rail hub in
Billings and thence to national and international markets. Because there is only one
commodity producer benefiting from this project, it cannot be considered to be for the
public good. Therefore, backers of the TRR should not be able to use eminent domain to
force the project through private land holdings, and the Surface Transportation Board
should take this into account.
 
I believe that if the full environmental impacts of the TRR are accounted for, it will become
clear that this project is not in the public interest, or in the interest of Montanan citizens. I
urge the Surface Transportation Board to carefully consider the impacts of this project on
wildlife, the climate, and landowners.
 



Respectfully,
 
Nick Engelfried
203 W Harlem St Apt 4
Missoula
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Designating this coal an important natural resource and investing in technology to burn it
cleanly makes the most sense to me.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Thomas Starr
6530 16th Av NW
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
What Business would want to move to a coal town!
 



 
 
Michael Bonner
606 Mill St.
Kelso, WA 98626



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment.  Missoula is one of the cities to be negatively
affected by shipments to the coast.  A dozen other cities along the railroad will absorb the
traffic and receive no benefit.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long
increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go
far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to
West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in
China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
L.Jack Lyon
Box 9045
Missoula, MT 59807
 
(406) 542-2669



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely, Mike Bonner
 
Also, You should sell your home now because it will not be
worth much after the coal dock is here!



 
 
 
 
 
Michael Bonner
606 Mill St.
Kelso, WA 98626



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
It is apparent that any increase in coal consumption will have a direct and proportional
effect on the demise of the climate and the death of the earth.
 
Sincerely,



Tim A Stone
 
Tim Stone
164 Palos Verdes
White Salmon, WA 98672



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
[For privacy protection, please do not publish my name and address in the public record.]
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Sara Bhakti
521 7th Ave
Kirkland, WA 98033



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
As a member of the faith community, I cannot condone this.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Ann Huston
2217 West 5th
Apt 3
Spokane, WA 99201



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
It is obvious that every aspect of this project serves to denigrate the planet, create
hardship and havoc for the citizens in the geeographic areas surrounding the mining and
shipment of the coal, promotes further acceleration of devastating climate change, and
does nothing to promote the vitality and health of the communities affected and beyond.  It



is unethical and immoral.  If aliens proposed such a project, it would be a matter of war.
We need to STOP IGNORING THE OBVIOUS.  The decision needs to be based on the
welfare of the larger community, not on the profit for a very few - in the long run the few will
reap what they sow, too. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
MARILYN HOBAN
25853 CANYON RD NW
POULSBO, WA 98370



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The idea of shipping coal to Asia is wrong on so many levels.  Not only will there be
hundreds of thousands of Americans adversly effected along the way, there are going to
be literally billions of people effected by the use of this dirty fuel burned in completely
unregulated power plants.  Please consider all of us that will be impacted by this proposed
coal export. 
 
   The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sherwood Hake
49591 River Rd.
Pendleton, OR 97801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Please do not allow this to happen to us.  Shipping coal to Asia is a terrible idea and will
only benefit a handful of people.  Goldman Sachs and the Australian firm Ambre will make
millions at everyone else's expense.  Sure a few hundred American jobs will be created
but at what cost to the environments of our country and of the worlds? 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sherwood Hake
49591 River Rd.
Pendleton, OR 97801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
There are an increasing number of proposals for the rail shipment of coal through the
western part of the US to ports on the west coast for the sole purpose of shipping coal to
China.  There it will be burned and the resultant pollution comes back to fall on our waters
and land.  This is absolutely unacceptable. 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Maradel Gale
239 Parfitt Way SW, Unit 2A
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Please don't allow our precious natural resources to be given to China for the few jobs it
might provide in our U.S.A.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Nancy Lovejoy
12  S. Lincoln Street
Kennewick, WA 99336



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
Why should us CITIZENS have to delay our work or movement just so some Giant Coal
Train can lumber across our roads several times a day, just so some Billionaires can get
RICHER?
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Christopher Warren
14194 SW Barrows Rd #1
Tigard, OR 97223



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should study
and answer these questions: 
 
•	Is this for the public good:  "convenience and necessity"?  I say no.  We need clean air
more.  Eminent domain is therefore not appropriate.
 
•	Will it devalue property rights?  Yes....just to make the coal companies rich. 
 
•	Wildlife: Does coal shipping degrade this valuable resource?  I say it would and cause
harmful environment economic effects. 
 
•	Flooding: Will the railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the
flooding problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams?  Yes. 
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet?  Yes.  Quiet is a precious resource and
commodity also. 
 
•	Will coal trains increase Infrastructure and traffic: These and many other nonfinancial
costs will be born by local   residents and taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long
increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions that blows back to my original home in Montana
and my current home in WA state.  THIS IS IMMORAL. fUTURE GENERATIONS WILL
BE ASKING WHY DID WE DO THIS TO OURSELVES, OUR CHILDREN, OUR FUTURE
AND OUR PLANET.   The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just
burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast
terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the
plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Bryan
1616 West Clarke
Spokane , WA 992201



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Will Romano
 



I will continue to oppose any proposal that facilitates the production and transportation of
fossil fuels.
 
Will Romano
614 34th Ave E
Seattle, WA 98112



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
We believe the environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad
should analyze many details for property owners and residents in the region.  And an EIS
should carefully consider wildlife.   The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat.
Along the Tongue River lies one of Montana’s premier Important Bird Areas, designated by
Montana Audubon because of the high concentrations of riparian birds.   The railroad
would likely significantly impact this site by degrading the habitat.  More about the
importance and values of this Important Bird Area can be found at
http://www.mtaudubon.org/education/index.html.
 
Please also consider Public Necessity.  This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.  Montana and the rest of the planet will be harmed by the increase in
greenhouse gases that stem from burning this coal. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter
Creek coal go far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled
by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then
hauled in China to the plants.
 
I am also concerned about the entire rail line, traffic and infrastructure.  This railroad will
increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution.
The only way to live with this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and
safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
Thank you,
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy Cilimburg
1601 Tamarack St
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The proposed shipment of coal from Montana is not just a problem for the Tongue River
Valley.  The impacts of burning coal affect the entire globe.  Please take the long range
view. Our climate is in trouble.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Carol von Borstel
2922 W Sequim Bay Road
Sequim, WA 98382



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
*      Bottom line is coal is DIRTY in it's burning AND Especially During it's Transport. This
is something that NEEDS Further Examination BEFORE Approval. It benefits FEW and
potentially Degrades Many peoples properties and livelihoods.
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Eric Monroe
1634 Chicken Coop Rd
Sequim, WA 98382



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
It is foolish to increase the Carbon dioxide by encouraging other countries to use coal
products.  There is no such thing as clean coal! There has been so much impact on our
world and so many damaging storms and natural disasters that we should use our minds
to decrease any contribution to the warming trend.Let's put that ahead of making profit and
jobs.



Sincerely Liane
 
Liane  Newman
16715 32 PL. NE
Lake forest Park, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Conflict of interest:
This proposal would negatively affect the Northwest region by the conflict of interest
between Salmon (and Steelhead) recovery efforts and the proposed coal train routes and
terminals.  The entire Northwest regions watersheds are interconnected to the livelihood of
the salmon.  The efforts by the entire region could potentially be undermined by the
accumulative pollution of railway and terminal coal dust in the waterways and
groundwater.  As well as the impacts of spills from train wrecks near waterways and
wetlands.  The proposed train routes and terminals all fall within watersheds or marine
waters that have had significant local, state and federal money invested in salmon
recovery.  These investments, besides tax dollars, have been in changes to land use,
development impacts due to clean water rules, limitations on commercial and sport fishing
as well as many others laws.  By allowing the known pollution impacts of this proposal,
there is a conflict of interest by the significant impact to the Northwest region.  A region
that has spent many years, dollars and time protecting the Salmon and Steelhead,
developing recovery efforts and changing our personal, business and development patters
to protect our waterways and thus our own renewable natural resource.
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.



 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
It is my understanding that local elected officials, under current law, are barred from
considering the broad interests of the community.  This is unfortunate since the impacts of
coal in this proposal will be significant and throughout many regions.  Therefore, I urge you
to fully consider these impacts in the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement.
 
There are currently five coal export proposals that would transport as much as 150million
tons through the Northwest.  I urge the Board to conduct an area wide Environmental
Impact Statement to assess the cumulative impact of these proposals with respect to the
conflict of interest noted above.
 
Sincerely,
Kevin J. Cleary
 
Kevin Cleary
7331 Silent Creek Ave SE
Snoqualmie, WA 98065



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
There are many arguments against the use of coal.  Whether here, in Asia, or anywhere
else on the planet, coal and other fossil fuels have the same effect of increasing carbon in
the atmosphere and raising the global temperature.  Already the USA has been completely
obstructionist in the UN efforts to address climate change.  Going ahead with these
projects is just another form of putting our immediate financial gain over the well-
documented and obvious injuries to planet and human health. 
 
As far as the job rationalizations given, there are likely as many if not more job potential in
cultivating alternative energy that is clean and does not contribute to increasing the planets
rising temperature.
 
Regarding the specifics of this local situation, the environmental impact statement for the
proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 



 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jenny Gardon
522 N 70th St
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Consideration of alternatives should include encouragement, incentives, and support for
clean energy projects leading to a sustainable, climate-stable future.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Stephen Burger
22910 102nd Place West
Edmonds, WA 98020



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
The negative effect of having railways tied up exporting coal and not being available for
domestic uses.  The county Transportation System Plan committee that I am currently
serving on is planning for more rail use, but we recognize that the rails are already
overcrowded and that more rails are difficult to comeby.  In our area, adjacent to this
project, for example, Amtrak can't get even one round trip each day due to congestion
from freight.  Our rails should not be congested due to projects that are not in the interest
of all Americans and their desire to efficiently ship goods and themselves within the nation.
 
Elizabeth Graser-Lindsey
21341 S. Ferguson Rd.
Beavercreek, OR 97004



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
We live in a time when each and every promotion of carbon fuel combustion must be
carefully evaluated.  
 
Since it causes global warming, carbon combustion is no longer profitable and should be
avoided.
 
An environmental impact study will quantify how serious that might be.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Pauli
 
 
richard pauli
614 W. Halladay St.
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98119



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
As a Native Montanan, I hold the Tongue River Valley as one of Montana's most valuable
assets that demands preservation, not sacrificed for Corporate profit of Arch Coal.  This
Railroad should not be constructed.  The soul of Montana lives in this valley--Montana
ranches, clean air, clear running water, places of solitude, sacred native sites, abundant
wild life.  The Tongue River Railroad has no place in this valley and should not be
considered for placement here.   
 
 The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This
railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel
pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic
will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local
taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the



coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Mitchell
 
Becky Mitchell
3124 amelia Circle
Billings, MT 59106
 
(406) 425-1757



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Don't kill local people to get coal to China.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Allison Ostrer
1107 E Denny Way
Seattle, WA 98122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Coal is old technology. Let's create green jobs that heal our planet with renewable energy
sources. It's wrong to wound the planet for short-term gain. Where will our grandchildren
live when the planet is too hot?
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Andrea Avni
11515 105th Place SW
Vashon Island, WA 98070



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
As a retired public health physician, I urge the environmental impact statement for the
proposed Tongue River Railroad to analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” and such is required in order for a body to get the power of
eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds,pollute the air and water, devalue
property (especially riverfront property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, will split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the
liability of train crossings to the landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents' communities along the rail lines
as the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants.  Toxic emissions from these plants will come to the Pacific NW where
they will worsen air pollution. These plants will also contribute to intolerable, decades-long
increases in carbon dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go
far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to
West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in
China to the plants.  All impact on the worldwide environment must be part of any
evaluation.
 
Sincerely,



 
M. Ward Hinds, MD, MPH
 
 
Ward Hinds MD, MPH
3301 115th Ave SE
Snohomish, WA 98290



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers.
 
.    Increased costs to health care and emergency management systems.  Our health care
system is already strained beyond our ability to support it.  Train derailments, toxic
contamination of soil, water, and air, heavy equipment "on-the-job" injuries, worsening air
pollution (related to increased particulates, diesel fumes, and coal dust inhalation),
additional toxification risks surrounding volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, and earthquakes (to
which the Pacific Northwest is prone), reduction in hospital and community health care
resources/facilities, increased train/vehicle and train/pedestrian collisions, and increased
chronic lung diseases would completely overwhelm our currently tapped out health care
system.  
 



The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Janiece Staton Retired RN, BSN, MSW, MAT
817 SW 171st Avenue
Beaverton, OR 97006



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
NO MORE TRAINS!
 
AS A QUEEN ANNE RESIDENT THAT HAS TO LISTEN TO BNSFE TRAINS
CONSTANTLY I DONT NEED ADDITIONAL NOISE AND POLLUTION IN MY
NEIGHBORHOOD.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Brenneman
 
John Brenneman
2016 12th Ave W
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98119



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
NO MORE TRAINS!
 
AS A QUEEN ANNE RESIDENT THAT HAS TO LISTEN TO BNSFE TRAINS
CONSTANTLY I DONT NEED ADDITIONAL NOISE AND POLLUTION IN MY
NEIGHBORHOOD.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Brenneman
 
John Brenneman
2016 12th Ave W
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98119



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
I am strongly opposed to the proposed Tongue River Railroad Company permit to build a
coal-hauling line through the Tongue River Valley. This proposal would negatively affect
my community by increasing  congestion and noise with more coal train traffic, polluting
our air and local waterways, harming existing businesses, delaying emergency
responders, damaging aquatic ecosystems and fishing grounds at the terminal site,
increasing tanker traffic and the potential for serious shipping accidents and escalating
climate change. I urge you to consider these impacts.
 
There are currently five coal export proposals that would transport as much as 150million
tons through the Northwest.  I urge to conduct an area wide Environmental Impact
Statement to assess the cumulative impact of these proposals.
 
We are opposed to the long term exposure of the coal, the coal dust, and the surfectant
used to cover the coal dust which is not proven safe to breath or burn.
 
Coal is dirty whether it's burned in the US or in China. We strive to see the big picture
here, and look to our grandchildren's lives when we consider these choices. Do we actively
contribute to global climate change for the profit of the coal industry? Or do we intelligently
support clean, long term energy alternatives, and be the wiser by saying no to this
transporting of strip-mined coal on open trains and ships throughout the Northwest to the
far east.
 
Thank you for considering our words.
Our children are counting on the wisdom and foresight of those who have the opportunity
to make a difference.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sabrina Ibrahim
 
 
sabrina Ibrahim
po box 25027
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98165



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Full carbon accounting of the CO2 that would be produced from the burning of coal
transported by the proposed railroad. Such effects as toxins returned to the Northwest
from coal burned overseas, amount of CO2 absorbed in ocean water, and the amount of
CO2 put into the atmosphere must be analyzed.
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Perk
842 NE 67th St
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
After attending the public hearing in Seattle on December 13th it is painfully obvious that
the impacts of the mining, transport and consumption of the coal proposed for export at the
Gateway Pacific Terminal far exceed the proposed scope of the Environmental Impact
Statement for any single terminal.
 
The multiple, distinct impacts of coal train traffic can be found in each of the four states
through which coal trains will travel. These impacts should be included in the scope of the
EIS.
 
The expansion of coal mines and the creation of rail lines to move it affect citizens of the
state of Montana. These impacts should be included in the scope of the EIS.
 
The shipping of the coal to Asian buyers impacts the commercial, sport and subsistence
fisheries of Washington and Oregon. These impacts should be included in the scope of the
EIS.
 
The consumption of the coal by Asian power plants will result in CO2 absorption by ocean
waters, increasing their acidity. This is in direct conflict with Washington State's effort to
preserve its shellfish industry.
 
A comprehensive carbon accounting is needed. The public deserves to know to what
extent the exported coal will raise the levels of CO2 in the atmosphere. This increase
should be published in the context of the target temperature of the Copenhagen
Agreement.
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should expand the scope of the Gateway Pacific
Terminal draft EIS to include these areas of study, as well as analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk



and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Perk
Seattle
 
David Perk
842 NE 67th St
Seattle, WA 98115
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